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Scope of Activities Statement for Insurance Purposes

The Brecon Beacons Park Society is a Charitable Incorporated Organisation, Number 1180841 and has a membership of approximately 1000, who pay an annual fee to be a Member. It has up to 15 Trustees and a number of Members who have specific roles, who all assist in the smooth running of the Society on a voluntary capacity. The Society has no paid officers and owns no buildings. Approximately 60 members assist in some way in the running of the Society, the majority being walks leaders, see below.
The Society’s main purpose is to advance the enhancement, protection and conservation of the countryside and other amenities of the Brecon Beacons National Park for the benefit of the public.
Within that scope, its major activity is the organisation of approximately 250 walks a year, in the Brecon Beacons National Park and adjacent areas. All the walks are guided by volunteer walk leaders, of which there are currently 48, and are essentially hill walks, not involving scrambling or climbing. All walk leaders have to hold First Aid and Group Leadership certificates and we run regular training days for leaders. The walks are normally all-day events, with, on average, 13 people plus the leader and assistant. Walks are graded from Easy to Strenuous, so participants have an idea what to expect, and can range from 6-7 miles up to about 20 miles in a day. Members do not pay to participate in a walk and non-members may join a walk, if there are sufficient places, for a donation of £5.
The Society runs a series of talks throughout the year in a hotel meeting room or village hall with up to 50 people attending. These are free to Members and non-members may attend for a donation of £5.
The Society is involved in a number of projects in the National Park, for example, the Dark Skies International Reserve, the Brecon Beacons GeoPark and the identification of Tramroads in the National Park with a view to obtaining listed status for some of them.
The Society also fulfils its role by commenting directly to the National Park Authority on Planning Applications and advises them on Rights of Way issues and other factors which may affect the National Park and its users.
The Society works with the other National Park Societies in Wales to monitor and comment on Welsh Government proposed legislation as it directly affects National Parks in Wales.
None of the Society’s activities involve vulnerable people or children, unless accompanied by a responsible adult.
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